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ROBERT M. SEARS, PHD
CURRICULUM VITAE — DATE PREPARED: 01/22/2026
OFFICE: 140 OLD ORANGEBURG RD., ORANGEBURG, NY 10962 | WORK PHONE: 845-398-6633
EMAIL: ROBERT.SEARS@NYULANGONE.ORG | ROBERT.SEARS@NKI.RFMH.ORG | WEB: SEARS-LAB.COM 

POSITIONS HELD
CURRENT
04/2024 – PRESENT INVESTIGATOR, NEUROSCIENCE INSTITUTE, NYU LANGONE MEDICAL CENTER, NEW YORK, NY 
07/2021 – PRESENT RESEARCH SCIENTIST IV, EMOTIONAL BRAIN INSTITUTE, THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE, ORANGEBURG, NY  
07/2016 – PRESENT RESEARCH PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF CHILD AND ADOLESCENT PSYCHIATRY, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY GROSSMAN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, NEW YORK, NY    
PREVIOUS
12/2014 – 06/2024 SENIOR RESEARCH SCIENTIST, CENTER FOR NEURAL SCIENCE, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK, NY  
01/2015 – 06/2021 RESEARCH SCIENTIST II, EMOTIONAL BRAIN INSTITUTE, THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE, ORANGEBURG, NY    
09/2001 – 05/2003 RESEARCH ASSISTANT, BEHAVIORAL AND MOLECULAR NEUROSCIENCE, UT SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL CENTER, DALLAS, TX  

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
12/2009 – 11/2014 POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOW, CENTER FOR NEURAL SCIENCE (LEDOUX LAB), NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK, NY — ADVISOR: JOSEPH LEDOUX    
2009 PHD, NEUROSCIENCE, YALE UNIVERSITY, NEW HAVEN, CT — ADVISOR: RALPH DILEONE    
2004 MS, NEUROSCIENCE, YALE UNIVERSITY, NEW HAVEN, CT  
2001 BA, BIOLOGY, HENDRIX COLLEGE, CONWAY, AR    
2001 BA, PHILOSOPHY, HENDRIX COLLEGE, CONWAY, AR    

RESEARCH INTERESTS
· THE FULL REPERTOIRE OF DEFENSIVE RESPONSES AND THE BEHAVIORAL MECHANISMS OF DEFENSIVE DECISIONS
· NEURAL CIRCUITRY OF DEFENSIVE DECISIONS, WITH EMPHASIS ON NEUROMODULATORY SYSTEMS
· TRANSLATIONAL GOAL: DEVELOPMENT OF NOVEL THERAPIES FOR COPING WITH STRESS AND ANXIETY  

RESEARCH FUNDING
CURRENT
03/2023 – 01/2028 R01MH130603 (PI, 25% EFFORT), NIH/NIMH — BRAINSTEM MODULATION OF PROACTIVE COPING. TOTAL COSTS: $2,746,149    
07/2023 – 06/2028 R01MH134118 (CO-PI, 15% EFFORT), NIH/NIMH — AUDITORY EVENT-RELATED POTENTIALS AS IN VIVO PRECLINICAL ASSAYS OF CIRCUIT ENGAGEMENT FOR E/I-BASED THERAPEUTIC DEVELOPMENT. TOTAL COSTS: $3,964,347    
AWARDED / UPCOMING
12/2026 – 11/2031 1R01MH147339-01 (PI), NIH/NIMH — OREXIN/HYPOCRETIN CIRCUIT DYNAMICS IN THE MOTIVATIONAL ACTIVATION OF INSTRUMENTAL SAFETY-SEEKING  
07/2026 – 06/2028 1R21AA033432-01 (CO-I, 5% EFFORT), NIH/NIAAA — INFLUENCE OF PRENATAL STRESS ON ALCOHOL USE DISORDER-RELATED BEHAVIORS. TOTAL COSTS: $463,375  
COMPLETED
09/2020 – 08/2024 TWCF0366 (CO-PI, 15%), TEMPLETON WORLD CHARITY FOUNDATION — SURVIVAL CIRCUIT INFLUENCES ON HUMAN NATURE: BRAIN CIRCUIT AND CELL-TYPE SPECIFIC MODULATION OF INTERACTIONS BETWEEN DEFENDING AND EATING. TOTAL COSTS: $456,656    
09/2017 – 06/2023 R01MH114931 (CONSORTIUM PI, 25%), NIH/NIMH — BRAIN CIRCUITS OF OUTCOME-DEPENDENT VS. HABITUAL AVOIDANCE. TOTAL COSTS: $1,856,255    
2018 – 2023 R01DA044445 (CO-I) SEARS_CV_3.2025.DOCX
07/2018 – 05/2020 R21MH116242 (PI, 25%), NIH/NIMH — NEURAL SUBSTRATES OF OREXIN-DEPENDENT COPING BEHAVIORS. TOTAL COSTS: $444,675    
01/2019 – 01/2021 NARSAD YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD (PI, 10%), BRAIN AND BEHAVIOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION — THE OREXIN SYSTEM AS A 'MASTER MODULATOR' OF PROACTIVE COPING BEHAVIOR. TOTAL: $70,000    
2015 – 2018 THE SHIRLEY AND WILLIAM S. MCINTYRE FOUNDATION (PI) SEARS_CV_3.2025.DOCX
12/2011 – 12/2014 F32MH094062, RUTH L. KIRSCHSTEIN NRSA (FELLOW, 100%), NIH/NIMH — A ROLE FOR OREXINS IN FEAR LEARNING    

HONORS AND AWARDS
06/2026 NYSOM NOMINATION, OUTSTANDING MENTOR AWARD    
12/2023 NKI MENTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD    
01/2018 – 01/2020 NARSAD YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD, BRAIN AND BEHAVIOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION    
12/2011 – 12/2014 RUTH L. KIRSCHSTEIN NATIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE AWARD (F32MH094062, NIMH)    
06/2006 QUALIFIED FOR PHD CANDIDACY WITH DISTINCTION, YALE UNIVERSITY    
06/2001 GRADUATED MAGNA CUM LAUDE, HENDRIX COLLEGE    
06/2001 GRADUATED WITH DISTINCTION IN BIOLOGY; WITH DISTINCTION IN PHILOSOPHY    
05/2000 ELECTION TO PHI BETA KAPPA    
05/1998 HENDRIX COLLEGE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD    

INVITED TALKS AND SYMPOSIA
05/2026 "HOW YOUR BRAIN SENSES DANGER AND DECIDES WHAT TO DO," PINT OF SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL, PEARL RIVER, NY  
11/2024 "BEHAVIORAL MECHANISMS AND NEURAL SUBSTRATES UNDERLYING REINFORCEMENT OF ACTIVE AVOIDANCE," DREXEL UNIVERSITY, DEPT. OF NEUROBIOLOGY AND ANATOMY, PHILADELPHIA, PA    
11/2024 "BEHAVIORAL MECHANISMS AND NEURAL SUBSTRATES UNDERLYING REINFORCEMENT OF ACTIVE AVOIDANCE," BOSTON UNIVERSITY, DEPT. OF PHARMACOLOGY, PHYSIOLOGY & BIOPHYSICS, BOSTON, MA    
07/2024 "NEURAL SUBSTRATES UNDERLYING REINFORCEMENT OF ACTIVE AVOIDANCE," SUMMER SCHOLARS SEMINAR, THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE, ORANGEBURG, NY    
09/2023 CHAIR AND MODERATOR, SYMPOSIUM: "FACTORS GOVERNING DEFENSIVE DECISIONS: FROM THREAT IMMINENCE TO REINFORCEMENT MECHANISM," ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PAVLOVIAN SOCIETY, AUSTIN, TX    
09/2023 PANELIST, "NEURAL SUBSTRATES UNDERLYING REINFORCEMENT OF ACTIVE AVOIDANCE," ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PAVLOVIAN SOCIETY, AUSTIN, TX    
05/2023 "BRAINSTEM MODULATION OF PROACTIVE COPING," NYU GROSSMAN SOM, DEPT. OF CHILD AND ADOLESCENT PSYCHIATRY, NEW YORK, NY  
08/2022 "NEURAL SUBSTRATES OF REACTIVE AND PROACTIVE COPING," UNAM INSTITUTO DE NEUROBIOLOGÍA, CAMPUS JURIQUILLA, MEXICO    
01/2021 PANELIST, "NEURAL MECHANISMS OF INSTRUMENTAL AVOIDANCE," PARK CITY WINTER CONFERENCE ON THE NEUROBIOLOGY OF LEARNING AND MEMORY (VIRTUAL)    
06/2020 "NEURAL MECHANISMS OF INSTRUMENTAL AVOIDANCE," THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE, ORANGEBURG, NY    
02/2019 "NEUROMODULATORY MECHANISMS UNDERLYING DEFENSIVE BEHAVIORS," DOMINICAN COLLEGE, ORANGEBURG, NY    
08/2016 "OPTOGENETIC AND CHEMOGENETIC INVESTIGATION OF NEUROMODULATORY MECHANISMS UNDERLYING THREAT (FEAR) LEARNING AND EXPRESSION," ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SCANDINAVIAN PHYSIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, OSLO, NORWAY  
11/2014 "LOCUS COERULEUS MODULATES THREAT (FEAR) EXPRESSION VIA THE CENTRAL NUCLEUS OF THE AMYGDALA," MINISYMPOSIUM: NORADRENERGIC FUNCTION AND DYSFUNCTION, SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, WASHINGTON, DC    
03/2013 "DECONSTRUCTING A NOVEL NEUROMODULATORY FEAR CIRCUIT," THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE, ORANGEBURG, NY    
05/2012 "A ROLE FOR OREXINS/HYPOCRETINS IN FEAR LEARNING," NYU FELLOW'S SEMINAR SERIES, CENTER FOR NEURAL SCIENCE, NEW YORK, NY    
03/2012 "EMOTIONAL MEMORY," ST. ANN'S SCHOOL, BROOKLYN, NY    
10/2006 PANELIST, "THE ROLE OF MCH IN THE NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS SHELL," MINISYMPOSIUM ON HYPOCRETINS, SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, ATLANTA, GA    

TEACHING AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
04/2013 – 05/2013 LEAD INSTRUCTOR, LEARNING AND MEMORY LAB COURSE, NYU, NEW YORK, NY  
04/2012 – 05/2012 LEAD INSTRUCTOR, LEARNING AND MEMORY LAB COURSE (UNDERGRADUATE/GRADUATE), NYU; DEVELOPED THIS NEW COURSE  
04/2010 – 05/2011 TEACHING ASSISTANT, LEARNING AND MEMORY LAB COURSE, NYU  
09/2007 – 12/2007 TEACHING ASSISTANT, LEARNING AND MEMORY LAB COURSE, YALE UNIVERSITY  
09/2006 – 12/2006 TEACHING ASSISTANT, PRINCIPLES OF NEUROSCIENCE (GRADUATE), YALE UNIVERSITY  
08/1998 – 05/1999 TEACHING ASSISTANT, ZOOLOGY LAB COURSE, HENDRIX COLLEGE  

MENTORING AND ADVISING
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS
06/2026 – PRESENT MASON HOCHSTETLER, PHD  
09/2020 – PRESENT CRISTINA SILLER-PEREZ, PHD  
03/2020 – 12/2021 CHICORA OLIVER, PHD  
10/2011 – 07/2018 VINCENT CAMPESE, PHD*  
PREDOCTORAL, MASTERS, AND PRE-COLLEGE TRAINEES
06/2025 – 08/2025 CHRISTOPHER VANDERHOEF, SUMMER RESEARCH STUDENT  
01/2025 – PRESENT SARAH ALZAROONI, MASTERS STUDENT  
06/2024 – 08/2025 EDEN BLANKER, SUMMER RESEARCH STUDENT  
11/2022 – 12/2024 ELLIOT RISEMAN, RESEARCH SCIENCE PROGRAM, IRVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL  
05/2023 – 08/2023 CAMRYN NAGLE, SUMMER RESEARCH STUDENT  
12/2017 – 08/2020; 03/2023 – 11/2023 LINDSAY LAUGHLIN*, RESEARCH ASSISTANT / UCLA PSYCHOLOGY GRADUATE STUDENT  
05/2019 – 07/2021 SHANNA SAMELS*, RESEARCH ASSISTANT  
11/2018 – 07/2019 ERICK MARTINEZ, RESEARCH ASSISTANT  
09/2014 – 09/2020 WALTER PIPER*, NYU NEURAL SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENT  
12/2012 – 06/2019 YIRAN (JOY) GU*, NYU SHANGHAI NEURAL SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENT  
01/2012 – 11/2014 MATTIS BRAENNE WIGESTRAND*, NYU / UNIVERSITY OF OSLO GRADUATE STUDENT  
01/2012 – 05/2014 FRANCHESCA RAMIREZ*, NYU NEURAL SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENT  
03/2011 – 07/2012 BENELITA (TINA) ELLIE, NYU NEURAL SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENT  
01/2010 – 10/2015 HILLARY SCHIFF*, NYU NEURAL SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENT  
05/2015 – 08/2015 JOSHUA GLYNN, SUMMER RESEARCH STUDENT  
05/2011 – 07/2011 OLIVIA MOODY, NYU SURP STUDENT  
05/2010 – 07/2010 RUBY WARD, NYU SURP STUDENT  
*MENTEE CO-AUTHORED PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS LISTED BELOW.

SERVICE AND MAJOR COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
PEER REVIEW GROUPS AND STUDY SECTIONS
06/2025 AD HOC REVIEWER, NIH BEHAVIORAL NEUROENDOCRINOLOGY, NEUROIMMUNOLOGY, RHYTHMS, AND SLEEP (BNRS) STUDY SECTION  
06/2021 AD HOC REVIEWER, NIH LEARNING, MEMORY AND DECISION NEUROSCIENCE (LMDM) STUDY SECTION    
06/2020 AD HOC REVIEWER, NIH LEARNING AND MEMORY (LAM) STUDY SECTION    
EDITORIAL
12/2023 – 12/2024 EDITOR, SPECIAL COLLECTION "FEAR, ANXIETY, AND PHOBIAS," SCIENTIFIC REPORTS  
11/2021 – PRESENT EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBER, SCIENTIFIC REPORTS    
08/2017 – PRESENT REVIEW EDITOR, FRONTIERS IN BEHAVIORAL NEUROSCIENCE    
AD HOC REVIEWER: CELL; ELIFE; NATURE COMMUNICATIONS; MOLECULAR PSYCHIATRY; BIOLOGICAL PSYCHIATRY; NEUROPSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY; JOURNAL OF NEUROSCIENCE; THE EMBO JOURNAL; LEARNING & MEMORY; TRANSLATIONAL PSYCHIATRY; NEUROBIOLOGY OF LEARNING AND MEMORY; NEUROBIOLOGY OF STRESS; NEUROSCIENCE AND BIOBEHAVIORAL REVIEWS; BEHAVIOURAL BRAIN RESEARCH; BRAIN RESEARCH; GENES, BRAIN AND BEHAVIOR; PEPTIDES; PROGRESS IN NEUROPSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY & BIOLOGICAL PSYCHIATRY; CURRENT OPINION IN BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES; EXPERT OPINION ON BIOLOGICAL THERAPY; COMPUTERS IN HUMAN BEHAVIOR REPORTS  
INSTITUTIONAL (THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE / NYU)
01/2024 – PRESENT MEMBER, TENURE COMMITTEE, NKI  
10/2023 – PRESENT RENOVATION COMMITTEE FOR NEW LAB SPACE DESIGN, NKI  
02/2022 – 01/2024 DEVELOPED NEW ONLINE IBC SUBMISSION SYSTEM (IRB MANAGER), NKI  
09/2022 – 06/2023 ORGANIZER, LAB MEETINGS AND INVITED SPEAKERS, EMOTIONAL BRAIN INSTITUTE, NKI  
06/2021 – PRESENT FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE, POSTDOC PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR NYU AND NKI    
12/2018 – PRESENT FOUNDING MEMBER, COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE, NKI    
01/2016 – PRESENT MEMBER, INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE, NKI    
09/2015 – 08/2016 ORGANIZER, LAB MEETINGS, EMOTIONAL BRAIN INSTITUTE, NKI  

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION, AND ACCESSIBILITY
COMPLETED NYU GROSSMAN SOM TRAINING ON UNCONSCIOUS BIAS; PARTICIPATED IN ORGANIZED DEIA DISCUSSION SESSIONS AT NKI; FOSTERED AN INCLUSIVE LAB CULTURE, MENTORING LATINX, AFRICAN AMERICAN, AND NONBINARY RESEARCH ASSISTANTS AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS  .

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND OUTREACH
03/2024 VOLUNTEER TEACHER, BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK, SOUTH ORANGETOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL, BLAUVELT, NY  
11/2019 – PRESENT CO-ORGANIZER (NKI COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE), HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE, PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, ROCKLAND COUNTY, NY  
05/2012 – PRESENT PRESENTER, "MY CAREER AS A NEUROSCIENTIST," WEST NEW YORK MIDDLE SCHOOL CAREER FAIR, WEST NEW YORK, NJ  

PUBLICATIONS
PEER-REVIEWED RESEARCH ARTICLES
1. SEARS RM, ANDRADE EC, SAMELS SB, LAUGHLIN LC, MOLONEY DM, WILSON DA, ALWOOD MR, MOSCARELLO JM, CAIN CK. DEVALUATION OF RESPONSE-PRODUCED SAFETY SIGNALS REVEALS CIRCUITS FOR GOAL-DIRECTED VERSUS HABITUAL AVOIDANCE IN DORSAL STRIATUM. NAT COMMUN. 2026 FEB 9;17(1):2542. PMID: 41663373; PMCID: PMC13000197.  
2. SMILEY JF, BLEIWAS C, CANALS-BAKER S, WILLIAMS SZ, SEARS R, TEIXEIRA CM, WILSON DA, SAITO M. NEONATAL ETHANOL CAUSES PROFOUND REDUCTION OF CHOLINERGIC CELL NUMBER IN THE BASAL FOREBRAIN OF ADULT ANIMALS. ALCOHOL. 2021 DEC;97:1-11. PMID: 34464696; PMCID: PMC8643347.  
3. LAUGHLIN LC, MOLONEY DM, SAMELS SB, SEARS RM, CAIN CK. REDUCING SHOCK IMMINENCE ELIMINATES POOR AVOIDANCE IN RATS. LEARN MEM. 2020 JUL;27(7):270-274. PMID: 32540916; PMCID: PMC7301752.    
4. GU Y, PIPER WT, BRANIGAN LA, VAZEY EM, ASTON-JONES G, LIN L, LEDOUX JE, SEARS RM. A BRAINSTEM-CENTRAL AMYGDALA CIRCUIT UNDERLIES DEFENSIVE RESPONSES TO LEARNED THREATS. MOL PSYCHIATRY. 2020 MAR;25(3):640-654. PMID: 31758092; PMCID: PMC7042728.    
5. OSTROFF LE, SANTINI E*, SEARS R*, DEANE Z, KANADIA RN, LEDOUX JE, LHAKHANG T, TSIRIGOS A, HEGUY A, KLANN E. AXON TRAP REVEALS LEARNING-ASSOCIATED ALTERATIONS IN CORTICAL AXONAL MRNAS IN THE LATERAL AMYGDALA. ELIFE. 2019 DEC 11;8:E51607. PMID: 31825308; PMCID: PMC6924958. (*EQUAL CONTRIBUTION)    
6. KRYPOTOS AM, MOSCARELLO JM, SEARS RM, LEDOUX JE, GALATZER-LEVY I. A PRINCIPLED METHOD TO IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES AND BEHAVIORAL SHIFTS IN SIGNALED ACTIVE AVOIDANCE. LEARN MEM. 2018 NOV;25(11):564-568. PMID: 30322888; PMCID: PMC6191017.  
7. CAMPESE VD, SOROETA JM, VAZEY EM, ASTON-JONES G, LEDOUX JE, SEARS RM. NORADRENERGIC REGULATION OF CENTRAL AMYGDALA IN AVERSIVE PAVLOVIAN-TO-INSTRUMENTAL TRANSFER. ENEURO. 2017 SEP-OCT;4(5). PMID: 29071299; PMCID: PMC5654237.    
8. DÍAZ-MATAIX L, PIPER WT, SCHIFF HC, ROBERTS CH, CAMPESE VD, SEARS RM, LEDOUX JE. CHARACTERIZATION OF THE AMPLIFICATORY EFFECT OF NOREPINEPHRINE IN THE ACQUISITION OF PAVLOVIAN THREAT ASSOCIATIONS. LEARN MEM. 2017 SEP;24(9):432-439. PMID: 28814469; PMCID: PMC5580522.  
9. SCHIFF HC, JOHANSEN JP, HOU M, BUSH DE, SMITH EK, KLEIN JE, LEDOUX JE, SEARS RM. SS-ADRENERGIC RECEPTORS REGULATE THE ACQUISITION AND CONSOLIDATION PHASES OF AVERSIVE MEMORY FORMATION THROUGH DISTINCT, TEMPORALLY REGULATED SIGNALING PATHWAYS. NEUROPSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY. 2017 MAR;42(4):895-903. PMID: 27762270; PMCID: PMC5312069.    
10. WIGESTRAND MB, SCHIFF HC, FYHN M, LEDOUX JE, SEARS RM. PRIMARY AUDITORY CORTEX REGULATES THREAT MEMORY SPECIFICITY. LEARN MEM. 2017 JAN;24(1):55-58. PMID: 27980076; PMCID: PMC5159661.    
11. ANASTASIO NC, STUTZ SJ, FINK LH, SWINFORD-JACKSON SE, SEARS RM, DILEONE RJ, RICE KC, MOELLER FG, CUNNINGHAM KA. SEROTONIN 5-HT2A RECEPTOR:5-HT2CR IMBALANCE IN MEDIAL PREFRONTAL CORTEX ASSOCIATES WITH MOTOR IMPULSIVITY. ACS CHEM NEUROSCI. 2015 JUL 15;6(7):1248-58. PMID: 26120876; PMCID: PMC4811199.  
12. RAMIREZ F, MOSCARELLO JM, LEDOUX JE, SEARS RM. ACTIVE AVOIDANCE REQUIRES A SERIAL BASAL AMYGDALA TO NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS SHELL CIRCUIT. J NEUROSCI. 2015 FEB 25;35(8):3470-7. PMID: 25716846; PMCID: PMC4339356.    
13. ANASTASIO NC, STUTZ SJ, FOX RG, SEARS RM, EMESON RB, DILEONE RJ, O'NEIL RT, FINK LH, LI D, GREEN TA, MOELLER FG, CUNNINGHAM KA. FUNCTIONAL STATUS OF THE SEROTONIN 5-HT2C RECEPTOR DRIVES INTERLOCKED PHENOTYPES THAT PRECIPITATE RELAPSE-LIKE BEHAVIORS IN COCAINE DEPENDENCE. NEUROPSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY. 2014 JAN;39(2):370-82. PMID: 23939424; PMCID: PMC3970795.  
14. SEARS RM, FINK AE, WIGESTRAND MB, FARB CR, DE LECEA L, LEDOUX JE. OREXIN/HYPOCRETIN SYSTEM MODULATES AMYGDALA-DEPENDENT THREAT LEARNING THROUGH THE LOCUS COERULEUS. PROC NATL ACAD SCI USA. 2013 DEC 10;110(50):20260-5. PMID: 24277819; PMCID: PMC3864341.    
15. MARTINEZ RC, GUPTA N, LÁZARO-MUÑOZ G, SEARS RM, KIM S, MOSCARELLO JM, LEDOUX JE, CAIN CK. ACTIVE VS. REACTIVE THREAT RESPONDING IS ASSOCIATED WITH DIFFERENTIAL C-FOS EXPRESSION IN SPECIFIC REGIONS OF AMYGDALA AND PREFRONTAL CORTEX. LEARN MEM. 2013 JUL 18;20(8):446-52. PMID: 23869027; PMCID: PMC3718200.  
16. TRINKO R, GAN G, GAO XB, SEARS RM, GUARNIERI DJ, DILEONE RJ. ERK1/2 MEDIATES LEPTIN RECEPTOR SIGNALING IN THE VENTRAL TEGMENTAL AREA. PLOS ONE. 2011;6(11):E27180. PMID: 22076135; PMCID: PMC3208604.  
17. MUL JD, LA FLEUR SE, TOONEN PW, AFRASIAB-MIDDELMAN A, BINNEKADE R, SCHETTERS D, VERHEIJ MM, SEARS RM, HOMBERG JR, SCHOFFELMEER AN, ADAN RA, DILEONE RJ, DE VRIES TJ, CUPPEN E. CHRONIC LOSS OF MELANIN-CONCENTRATING HORMONE AFFECTS MOTIVATIONAL ASPECTS OF FEEDING IN THE RAT. PLOS ONE. 2011 MAY 5;6(5):E19600. PMID: 21573180; PMCID: PMC3088702.  
18. SEARS RM, LIU RJ, NARAYANAN NS, SHARF R, YECKEL MF, LAUBACH M, AGHAJANIAN GK, DILEONE RJ. REGULATION OF NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS ACTIVITY BY THE HYPOTHALAMIC NEUROPEPTIDE MELANIN-CONCENTRATING HORMONE. J NEUROSCI. 2010 JUN 16;30(24):8263-73. PMID: 20554878; PMCID: PMC2907886.    
19. HOMMEL JD, TRINKO R, SEARS RM, GEORGESCU D, LIU ZW, GAO XB, THURMON JJ, MARINELLI M, DILEONE RJ. LEPTIN RECEPTOR SIGNALING IN MIDBRAIN DOPAMINE NEURONS REGULATES FEEDING. NEURON. 2006 SEP 21;51(6):801-10. PMID: 16982424.    
20. GEORGESCU D, SEARS RM, HOMMEL JD, BARROT M, BOLAÑOS CA, MARSH DJ, BEDNAREK MA, BIBB JA, MARATOS-FLIER E, NESTLER EJ, DILEONE RJ. THE HYPOTHALAMIC NEUROPEPTIDE MELANIN-CONCENTRATING HORMONE ACTS IN THE NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS TO MODULATE FEEDING BEHAVIOR AND FORCED-SWIM PERFORMANCE. J NEUROSCI. 2005 MAR 16;25(11):2933-40. PMID: 15772353; PMCID: PMC6725126.    
21. HOMMEL JD, SEARS RM, GEORGESCU D, SIMMONS DL, DILEONE RJ. LOCAL GENE KNOCKDOWN IN THE BRAIN USING VIRAL-MEDIATED RNA INTERFERENCE. NAT MED. 2003 DEC;9(12):1539-44. PMID: 14634645.    
PEER-REVIEWED REVIEWS
22. LEDOUX JE, MOSCARELLO J, SEARS R, CAMPESE V. THE BIRTH, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF AVOIDANCE: A RECONCEPTUALIZATION OF A TROUBLED PARADIGM. MOL PSYCHIATRY. 2017 JAN;22(1):24-36. PMID: 27752080; PMCID: PMC5173426.  
23. CAMPESE VD, SEARS RM, MOSCARELLO JM, DIAZ-MATAIX L, CAIN CK, LEDOUX JE. THE NEURAL FOUNDATIONS OF REACTION AND ACTION IN AVERSIVE MOTIVATION. CURR TOP BEHAV NEUROSCI. 2016;27:171-95. PMID: 26643998.  
24. SEARS RM, SCHIFF HC, LEDOUX JE. MOLECULAR MECHANISMS OF THREAT LEARNING IN THE LATERAL NUCLEUS OF THE AMYGDALA. PROG MOL BIOL TRANSL SCI. 2014;122:263-304. PMID: 24484705.    
25. TRINKO R, SEARS RM, GUARNIERI DJ, DILEONE RJ. NEURAL MECHANISMS UNDERLYING OBESITY AND DRUG ADDICTION. PHYSIOL BEHAV. 2007 AUG 15;91(5):499-505. PMID: 17292426.  

SELECTED ABSTRACTS AND POSTER PRESENTATIONS
10/2024 "DEVALUATION OF RESPONSE-PRODUCED SAFETY SIGNALS REVEALS CIRCUITS FOR GOAL-DIRECTED VERSUS HABITUAL AVOIDANCE IN DORSAL STRIATUM," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, CHICAGO, IL  
09/2024 SAME TITLE, PAVLOVIAN SOCIETY, INDIANAPOLIS, IN  
04/2024 SAME TITLE, THE NATHAN KLINE INSTITUTE, ORANGEBURG, NY  
11/2014 ORAL PRESENTATION, "LOCUS COERULEUS MODULATES THREAT (FEAR) EXPRESSION VIA THE CENTRAL NUCLEUS OF THE AMYGDALA," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, WASHINGTON, DC  
11/2011; 07/2011 "A ROLE FOR OREXINS IN FEAR LEARNING," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, WASHINGTON, DC; GORDON RESEARCH CONFERENCE: AMYGDALA IN HEALTH & DISEASE, WATERVILLE, ME  
11/2008 "MCH ACTION ON THE BIOCHEMICAL AND CELLULAR PROPERTIES OF MEDIUM SPINY NEURONS IN THE NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS SHELL," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, WASHINGTON, DC  
11/2007 "EFFECTS OF MCH ON MEDIUM SPINY NEURONS IN THE NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS SHELL," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, SAN DIEGO, CA  
10/2006 ORAL PRESENTATION, "MECHANISMS OF MCH ACTION IN THE NUCLEUS ACCUMBENS SHELL," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, ATLANTA, GA  
11/2003 "LOCAL GENE KNOCKDOWN IN THE BRAIN USING VIRAL-MEDIATED RNAI," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, NEW ORLEANS, LA  
11/2002 "BRAIN REGION-SPECIFIC GENE REMOVAL BY INTRA-CEREBRAL INJECTIONS OF VIRUS EXPRESSING CRE RECOMBINASE," SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE, ORLANDO, FL 
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